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Sahyadri Nisarga Mitra, Chiplun has successfully implemented all its programmes in the year
2010-11. The turtle festival was organized at Velas in the period from 21" February to 31"
March this year. Living up to its name, Kasav Mitra Mandal, Velas ensured excellent
arrangements for the tourists during this period. The tourists were left fascinated by the festival.
Work to set up a permanent Marine Turtle Knowledge Information Centre is already underway
at Velas. Your support for this project would be highly appreciated. Vulture conservation work
has begun with great gusto at the new feeding location near Anjarla. Similarly, school nature
club programmes have been conducted on a regular basis with a view to involve the youth in
nature conservation.

Turtle Protection and Conservation Project :-

Relentless work by SNM since the past nine years has culminated in successful conservation
ofthe marine turtle along the coast of Maharashtra. Today protection of marine turtle nests and
the safe release of hatchlings has been implemented in 30 coastal villages. Like 2009-10, the
breeding season was delayed again this year. In 2010-11, a total of 82 nests were protected and
3482 hatchlings released into the sea. Thanks to the concept of 'Conservation through
Livelihoods', local villagers have come out in full support of the project. The credit for this
also goes to the large scale awareness activities that SNM regularly arranges across the
projects areas. The last 9 years have witnessed protection of 681 turtle nests and the secure
release 030,465 hatchlings into the sea.

Turtle Festival:—

The Turtle Festival was successfully organized at Velas in the period from 21 February to 31
March 2011. The festival that is held annually since the year 2005-06 is a unique initiative by
SNM to enable the local populace to actively participate in turtle conservation. The Forest
Department, Velas Gram Panchayat and Kasav Mitra Mandal, Velas were all involved in the
festival this year. The Festival benefitted from excellent coverage in the media. Tourists from
different places, different professions visited Velas to experience the magic of the tiny
hatchlings crawling towards the sea. The villagers invited them into their homes with open
arms. The Forest Department and Government
Department were also present during the festival.
The arrangements made by the villagers of Velas
were exceptional. SNM provided them with the
latest technology. SNM also uploaded details of
i the members of the Kasav Mitra Mandal,
including their names, contact numbers and the
facilities offered, on their website. Due to this,
tourists were able to directly get in touch with the
members. To reach out to a wider audience, SNM
continuously updated its website. Information
about the state of the turtle nests, emergence of
the hatchlings from the nests, the expected dates
of emergence etc. was made available to the
public twice a day.













